
OPIOID ADDICTIONS OUTBREAK:  A 
RESPONSE TO A PUBLIC HEALTH CRISIS 

Gale R Burstein, MD, MPH, FAAP 
Erie County Commissioner of Health 

Clinical Professor of Pediatrics 
Jacobs School of Medicine and Biomedical Sciences 

Buffalo, New York 

https://ubmail.buffalo.edu/mail/mime.php?file=stack_blue.gif&name=stack_blue.gif


103 101 

127 

256 301 

165 

0 

50 

100 

150 

200 

250 

300 

350 

2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017* 

2012 – 2017* OPIOID DEATHS  
ERIE COUNTY 

SOURCE: ERIE COUNTY MEDICAL EXAMINERS OFFICE, *CLOSED CASES REPORTED THRU 10/23/2017 

115 Pending 
Cases 



0 

10 

20 

30 

40 

50 

60 

70 

80 

90 

100 

UNDER 20 20-29 30-39 40-49 50-59 60+ 

7 

72 74 

50 

39 

14 

3 

92 
86 

55 

40 

25 

5 

48 46 

26 29 

11 

AGE (YEARS) 

   2015 N=256 
   2016 N=301 
   2017 N=165         
(115 Pending) 
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SOURCE: ERIE COUNTY MEDICAL EXAMINERS OFFICE, *CLOSED CASES REPORTED THRU 10/23/2017 



Erie County, NY Opioid death and census 
demographics, 2017 

OD Deaths Population 

% White 83% 81% 

% Black 10% 15% 

% Male 76% 48% 

% 20-39 years of age 57% 26% 



44% 

44% 

9% 

4% 
HOMELESS/ 
UNKNOWN 

BUFFALO 

SUBURB

SUBURBAN  TOWNS: 
AMHERST 
CHEEKTOWAGA 
CLARENCE 
GRAND ISLAND 
HAMBURG 
LACKAWANNA 
LANCASTER 
ORCHARD PARK 
TONAWANDA 
WEST SENECA 

N=165 (115 Pending)  

RURAL 

RURAL  TOWNS: 
ALDEN 
AURORA 
COLDEN 
COLLINS 
CONCORD 
EDEN 
ELMA 
EVANS 
GOWANDA 
HOLLAND 
MARILLA 
NEWSTEAD 
NORTH COLLINS 
SARDINIA 
 

2017* ERIE COUNTY OPIOID DEATHS BY RESIDENCE 

SOURCE: ERIE COUNTY MEDICAL EXAMINERS OFFICE, *CLOSED CASES REPORTED THRU 10/23/2017 



¹ NO FENTANYL; POSSIBLE OTHER DRUGS INVOLVED 
² NO HEROIN; POSSIBLE OTHER DRUGS INVOLVED 
³ NO FENTANYL OR HEROIN; POSSIBLE OTHER DRUGS INVOLVED 
4 POSSIBLE OTHER DRUGS INVOLVED 

SOURCE: ERIE COUNTY MEDICAL EXAMINERS OFFICE, *CLOSED CASES REPORTED THRU 10/23/2017 

2016 AND 2017* ERIE COUNTY OPIOID RELATED DEATHS  

BY TYPE OF OPIOID 

 2016 
N=301 

Fentanyl 
Related² 

64% Heroin 
Related¹ 

4% 

Fentanyl & 
Heroin 

Related4 
18% 

Other 
Opioids³ 

14% 

Fentanyl 
Related² 

59% 

Heroin 
Related¹ 

8% 

Fentanyl & 
Heroin 

Related4 
17% 

Other 
Opioids³ 

16% 

2017 
N=165 

(115 pending) 

Fentanyl = 82% 
Heroin = 21% 

Fentanyl = 76% 
Heroin = 25% 



CPS= Central Police Services 





24 Hour Addiction Hotline 
716-831-7007  



Successes 

• Acute pain management guidelines 

oAll emergency departments  

oCommunity providers 

• Pain management CME series for clinicians and 
pharmacists 

• Hydrocodone from #1 to #5 most common Rx in 
<1 yr* 

• Naloxone training and distribution w/ NYSDOH Rx 

• 1st responders and community 

 *Erie County Medicaid data 



Successes 

• 24/7 Addiction hotline 

o >3,000 calls since August, 2016 

• Buprenorphine certification training 

oAdults 

oPeds 

• Peds SBIRT ToT → Community Peds SBIRT roll 
out 

• Adult SBIRT training 

oOASAS resources 

 



New Projects 

• Adult SBIRT ToT  

o NeC-ATTC 

• SBIRT roll out 

o OBGYN offices (OWH funding) 

o Community trainings 

o UB medical and other health sciences schools 
trainings 

• Emergency Department buprenorphine Rx 

o Buprenorphine training w/ all ED clinicians  

o NeC-ATTC  BI training 

 



New Projects 

• Addictions Hotline staff training  

o Opioid addiction and BI 

o NeC-ATTC 

• Overdose Outreach Project 

o CARA Funding – Bureau of Justice Assistance 

o NeC-ATTC training for police and peer counselors 

• Real-time OD mapping 

o HIDTA 

• Adolescent MAT clinic 

• Dental pain management initiative 

o NeC-ATTC 

 
 



Pipeline Projects 

• Drug Court MAT clinic 

• Academic detailing for safe narcotic disposal 

oNursing homes & Rehab centers 

• Academic detailing for naloxone Rx w/ 
narcotic Rx and safe narcotic disposal 

oPhysicians offices & ambulatory surgical 
centers 


