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“…[N]ursing must be of the very 

highest type. Records must be most 

carefully and accurately kept, 

symptoms observed and recorded, 

reports intelligently and faithfully 

made, for a lapse in vigilance, or a 

specimen lost in a moment of 

heedlessness, might render worthless 

the labor of many weeks.”

Nancy Poultney Ellicott on the

New Rockefeller University Hospital
(Johns Hopkins Nurses Alumnae Magazine 9:209, 1910)
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“The nurses worked 12 hours shifts   

7 am-7 pm and 7 pm-7 am. The day 

nurses worked 7 days per week...No 

full days off on weekends were ever 

given to a day nurse.”

“For their 72 hour work week the 

nurses were paid $80 a month and 

were given room, board and laundry.”

Nancy Poultney Ellicott on the

New Rockefeller University Hospital
(Johns Hopkins Nurses Alumnae Magazine 9:209, 1910)



“The nurses had to be in by 10pm 

unless they had special 

permission to be out until 

midnight to attend the theater. To 

go to the big gates on York Avenue 

without hat and gloves was 

frowned on.

Nancy Poultney Ellicott on the

New Rockefeller University Hospital
(Johns Hopkins Nurses Alumnae Magazine 9:209, 1910)



Nancy Poultney Ellicott on the

Low Pay In Nursing
(Johns Hopkins Nurses Alumnae Magazine 10:178, 1911)

“There are a few well paying 

nursing positions but so pitiably 

few that the majority of nurses are 

about as apt to secure them as the 

ordinary citizen is to become 

president of the United States.”



Rockefeller University Hospital 1910-2015

First  American Research 
Hospital

Discoveries and Innovations

Nursing Practice

Tryparsimide for 
trypanosomiasis

Yellow fever vaccine

DNA molecule of heredity

Methadone

Multidrug HIV therapy

Genetics of Fibrolamellar
Hepatocellular Carcinoma



Florence Nightingale 1820-1910:    
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